July 19, 2020

16™ Sunday in Ordinary Time

SACRAMENT OF THE
EUCHARIST
Weekday Masses:
Monday - Saturday 7:30 AM
Saturday evening Mass: 5:00 PM
Sunday Masses:

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Holy Day Masses:

7:30 AM, 12:00 PM & 7:00 PM
Summer Sunday Mass Schedule:
June 28, 2020 - September 6, 2020
Saturday 5:00 PM;
Sunday 9:00 AM only

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptism is held the third Sunday of
the month after the 10:30 AM Mass.
Arrangements for the Baptism should
be made at least one month in

advance. There are no Baptisms
during Lent.
SACRAMENT OF THE

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please notify the rectory or priest in
the event of a serious illness. Visits to

the home-bound and those in
hospitals are made by Priests,
Deacons and Extraordinary

Eucharistic Ministers.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

Arrangements should be made one
year in advance of the proposed
marriage according to the Common
Policy of the Bishops of the Province
of New Jersey. Either the bride or
groom must be registered with
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish.

RELIGIOUS VOCATION
Women and men who feel called to
the Religious Life and men called to
the Holy Orders should contact the
Vocation Office 973-497-4365 or
speak with a parish priest.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Welcome! Every Catholic should be
registered in the parish. Letters of
testimony for Godparents and
Sponsors cannot be given unless one
is registered. All parishioners should
be active in parish life and be
known to one of the parish priests.
Stewardship (church support) is a
serious responsibility of every
Catholic. We urge all parishioners to
make regular use of their collection
envelopes. When moving, please
notify the rectory office.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION (R.C.L.A.)
If you have not received the
Sacraments of Baptism, First
Eucharist, or Confirmation, and are
over 18 years of age, and are
interested in membership in the
Catholic Church, please call the
rectory office.

OUR LADY OF SORROWS

MISSION STATEMENT
We are Catholic Christians of Our
Lady of Sorrows Parish who are
conscious of the plan of God for the
salvation of all. We praise the Lord
in our everyday lives by sharing our
faith and talents with each other for
the continued growth of Our Lady
of Sorrows Parish Community. We
wish to live the Beatitudes of Jesus
and put them into practice in our
daily lives as we answer His call to
evangelization.
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uproot the wheat along with them. \h”&/
Let the weeds and the wheat  |/§/
grow together until harvest. .gy

Matthew 13:29-30 & '

FRESH LESSONS

Today we are faced with the powerful and almighty God, who deals with us, not out
of anger and punishment, but out of kindness and forgiveness. God is forgiving and
loving to those who ask and persevere in prayer. Even if we don’t know how to pray,
the Spirit of the Lord helps us, for God knows what the Spirit means, “because [the
Spirit] intercedes for the holy ones according to God’s will” (Romans 8:27). With
God'’s help, we can be the good seed and not the weeds. If we contemplate the
parables, and pray for the guidance of the Spirit, we are able to see ever fresher
lessons in these stories.

PARABLES

These are the weeks of parables, and although we have heard them all many times,
they never lose their freshness, for always, if we look, we can perceive a new angle.

The parable of the weeds and the wheat, so simple on its surface, is puzzling
enough for the disciples to ask Jesus for an explanation. In our own gardens, we
tend to yank up the weeds all through the growing season. But in the parable, the
weeds and the wheat are allowed to grow together until the harvest. If the good
people and the evil people remain mixed throughout life, it puzzles us sometimes:
why are people who do bad things not punished? How is it that God allows bad
things to happen to good people?

THOSE TINY THINGS

Our God is indeed a God of might; yet that might leads not to vengeance, but to for-
giveness. Everyone is offered an opportunity —many opportunities—for forgiveness.
Even a little good can blossom into something wonderful. The mustard seed of the
Middle East is so tiny that one can barely pick one up with one’s fingertips. (Those
familiar with the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd know about this wonderful par-
able, and the tiny dish of mustard seeds that is kept in the atrium for the children to
contemplate.) Yeast makes the dough rise to be baked into delicious bread. All of
these wonders come from tiny beginnings, if we are ready to hear and understand
these mysteries.

Our prayer too is heard by God, even if we do not really understand what we are pray-
ing for: “for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit . . . intercedes
with inexpressible groanings. And the one who searches hearts knows what is the
intention of the Spirit” (Romans 8:26-27).

)
So if our small prayers are offered with TODAY’S READINGS

a sincere heart, they are heard by God, Wisdom 12:13. 16-19
even if we don’t always know what it is Psalm 86: 5-6. 9-10. 15-16
we do when we pray. Are we praising, Romans 8:26—27

blessing God, asking for something? The Matthew 13:24-43 [24-30]
Spirit knows and intercedes for us. ;

L
. "If you pull up the weeds you might | M



Let us remember all our family members, loved
, ones, and fellow parishioners who have died; may
# God reward them for their good deeds done in

faith. Let us also pray for those who are sick at

home or in a hospital, especially Joseph

Colamedici, Mary Calabrese, Maria Cunha,
Kathleen Fudali, Gary Davitt, Ted Hirschi, Kathleen
Podlaski, Barbara Russell, June Struzienski, and all those
whose names appear in our “Parish Book of Prayers for the
Sick”.

Psalm 145:18

May God grant them healing.

TREASURES FROM OUR. TRADITION

By the dawn of the fourteenth century, the
sacrament of confirmation was ripe for a rescue, since vast
numbers of the faithful never received it, and when it was
celebrated, it was done so in isolation from baptism and
Eucharist. A bishop named William Durandus set out to
reclaim this liturgy, but he had a creative touch and added
some things into the mix that had never been thought of
before. One was a slap. Oddly, he replaced the kiss of
peace at the end of confirmation with a slap on the cheek
that endured to modern times. This “wake-up call” was
related in his imagination to a custom in the military,
wherein ceremonies of knighthood and investiture
involved a symbolic wound as a sign of willingness to
suffer.

Within every congregation today there are people
who have memories of fretting through their confirmation
liturgies, anxious to know how enthusiastic a slap the
bishop would bestow. Durandus loved symbolism and had
a reason for every ritual and practice, but his creative spin
on the celebration shows how sadly adrift confirmation
was from its anchorage in baptism, how far off-course

from its home port of the eucharistic community.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co

Pray
for

all those
affected

Coronavirus
p—

give it to you. Do not let you
hearts be troubled or afraid.
—John 14:27

| Mass Intentionsﬁgé

FOR THE WEEK

Saturday July 18
5:00 PM Helder Esteves
Req. Wife and Daughter
Sunday July 19
9:00 AM Tessie and Donald Cerulli
Req. Kathleen Fudali
Monday July 20
7:30 AM William Bird
Req. Deacon Len and Jane Mackesy
Tuesday July 21
7:30 AM Sergio Sanchez
Req. John and Alice Keogh
Wednesday  July 22
7:30 AM Alice Przybylski
Req. Irene Potts
Thursday July 23
7:30 AM Helene Donaghue
Req. Deacon Len and Jane Mackesy
Friday July 24
7:30 AM Anne Caveney
Req. Loretta Wolenski
Saturday July 25
7:30 AM Juan Lago

Req. Chris Danzi

1I7™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Saturday July 25

5:00 PM Wayne Ploghoft
Req. Przybylski Family

Sunday July 26

9:00 AM Joseph Russell

Req. Dolores Walingavich

MEMORIALS FOR THE WEEK
July 19, 2020

ALTAR BREAD & WINE...
People of the Parish
SANCTUARY LAMP...
People of the Parish
ALTAR CANDLES...
People of the Parish
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