December 6, 2020
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST
Weekday Masses:
Monday - Saturday 7:30 AM
Saturday evening Mass: 5:00 PM
Sunday Masses:

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Holy Day Masses:

7:30 AM, 12:00 PM & 7:00 PM
Summer Sunday Mass Schedule:
June 27, 2021 - September 5, 2021
Saturday 5:00 PM;

Sunday 9:00 AM only

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptism is held the third Sunday of
the month after the 10:30 AM Mass.
Arrangements for the Baptism should
be made at least one month in
advance. There are no Baptisms
during Lent.

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING
OF THE SICK

Please notify the rectory or priest in
the event of a serious illness. Visits to
the home-bound and those in
hospitals are made by Priests,
Deacons and Extraordinary
Eucharistic Ministers.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made one
year in advance of the proposed
marriage according to the Common
Policy of the Bishops of the Province
of New Jersey. Either the bride or
groom must be registered with
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish.

RELIGIOUS VOCATION
Women and men who feel called to
the Religious Life and men called to
the Holy Orders should contact the
Vocation Office 973-497-4365 or
speak with a parish priest.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Welcome! Every Catholic should be
registered in the parish. Letters of

testimony for Godparents and
Sponsors cannot be given unless
one is registered. All parishioners
should be active in parish life and be
known to one of the parish priests.
Stewardship (church support) is a
serious responsibility of every Cath-
olic. We urge all parishioners to
make regular use of their collection
envelopes. When moving, please
notify the rectory office.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION (R.C.LLA.)
If you have not received the
Sacraments of Baptism, First
Eucharist, or Confirmation, and are
over 18 years of age, and are
interested in membership in the
Catholic Church, please call the
rectory office.

OUR LADY OF SORROWS

MISSION STATEMENT
We are Catholic Christians of Our
Lady of Sorrows Parish who are
conscious of the plan of God for the
salvation of all. We praise the Lord
in our everyday lives by sharing our
faith and talents with each other for
the continued growth of Our Lady of
Sorrows Parish Community. We
wish to live the Beatitudes of Jesus
and put them into practice in our
daily lives as we answer His call to
evangelization.
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December 6, 2020

t of
COMFORT

In 2020, we heard plenty of voices speaking out and sharing their opinions, but many
of those words were not comforting or hope-filled. Sometimes, it was hard to know
which expert or “instant expert” to listen to, and it is still difficult to hope as we
struggle to regain our balance as a nation and as a Church. The Word of God offers
us peace this day. All our readings remind us of a faithful God who always keeps
the promises made. Isaiah prophesied about the end of Jerusalem’s time away from
God, and the Psalm speaks of “seeing God’s kindness and hearing what God pro-
claims.” Second Peter explains that God’s timing may not be the same as ours, but
good things await those who are alert. In the Gospel, John the Baptist reiterates and
completes the prophecy of Isaiah by laying the groundwork and preparing the way
for those who await the coming of the Messiah.

THE BEGINNING

With COVID-19, much time is spent wondering “where did it start?” or “who passed
it on to whom?” Though science can tell us much there are many unanswered ques-
tions. Today’s Gospel is about as concrete as sacred scripture gets. We know this is
the beginning of the Gospel of Mark, which was the first Gospel to be written down in
about 70 AD. Unlike Luke and John, Mark does not begin with an infancy narrative of
Jesus. He starts by proclaiming the prophecy of Isaiah. This section was written six
hundred years before Christ, in another time of great upheaval, as the Israelites were
displaced from their homeland during the Babylonian Exile. The first words of Isaiah
40 are “Comfort, comfort, my people.” John the Baptist starts by explaining he is the
go-between, sent to “Prepare the way.”

DON'T SHOOT THE MESSENGER

While proclaiming the coming Christ is a thing of joy, John’s words are also harsh,
reminding us to repent and prepare. People were threatened by them two thousand
years ago, and some still are today. People can hear them and be turned off by “fire
and brimstone,” and none of us like to be told what to do. But think about it. This
year, we have all engaged in social distancing and endured hardships to protect our
families and others.

John the Baptist appeared
in the desert proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
Mark 1:4

Similarly, when you have company coming, you do house cleaning, meal prep, and
lots of things to make the place ready for the arrival of your guests —necessary prepa-
ration. So we as individuals must make ourselves ready for the coming Christ to re-
side in us. This may mean repenting for
sins, seeking the sacrament of penance,
or taking time with a spiritual director.
Perhaps it means carving out more times
and places for Christ to be born in our

hearts or taking on another spiritual prac-
R Al  tice. Maybe it means simply doing what
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Let us remember all our family members,
~ |loved ones, and fellow parishioners who have
“'died, especially Sarah Roberts, may God
reward them for their good deeds done in
faith. Let us also pray for those who are sick
at home or in a hospital, especially Joseph
Colamedici, Mary Calabrese, Maria Cunha, Kathleen
Fudali, Gary Davitt, Ted Hirschi, Kathleen Podlaski,
Barbara Russell, June Struzienski, and all those
whose names appear in our “Parish Book of Prayers
for the Sick”.
May God grant them healing.

DECEMBER 8, 2020
THE SOLEMNITY OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARYY

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Holy Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday,
December 8", at 7:30 AM, 12 PM and
7:00 PM.
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CHRISTMAS WAFERS

The celebration of Christmas by American
families is enriched spiritually when the time
honored “Old Country” traditional customs are
adopted. The father breaks the Christmas Wafer
into pieces, which he shares with his wife and
children as they sit around the table covered
with a white cloth, under which there is straw, as
a reminder of the Holy Child’s Manger in Bethlehem. As
the members share this “bread of peace and
reconciliation” they wish one another happiness and joy
for the Christmas Season and the New Year, mutually
asking and receiving forgiveness for any hurts or offenses
they may have been guilty of during the last twelve
months. Wafers are available at the Rectory office. Kindly
contact the Rectory office to arrange a time to pick up the
wafers. Cost $5.00.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA MEMORIALS
Donations will be accepted toward the
purchase of Christmas Poinsettias in memory
of a loved one or special intention. These
flowers will be placed on the Altars of the
Church during the Christmas Season. The
envelopes for the Christmas flowers are
located on the table in the back of the Church.
Please place it with your donation in the
collection basket or drop it off at the Rectory
office mail slot.

FEAST OF FAITH

Watching for Christ’s Coming

In the season of Advent, we look to the coming of Christ at
the end of time, and we prepare ourselves to celebrate his first
coming among us at Christmas. Remembrance of the past is
combined with preparation for the future. Memory meets action.

In a certain sense, the Mass is an Advent prayer. At the Last
Supper, Jesus did not tell his disciples, “Never forget what | did
for you.” Instead, he said, “Do this in remembrance of me.” He
calls us to remember by doing, to combine memory with action. In

| Mass Intentions

Saturday December 5
5:00 PM Nick and Donald Zuza

Req. Esteves Family
Sunday December 6
8:00 AM Gloria Marie Kluss

Req. Walter Joseph Kluss
10:30 AM Special Intentions of Sarah Manaois

18th Birthday (Living)

Req. Harry and Teresa Manaois
Monday December 7
7:30 AM Wiladyslaw Pitera

Req. Elizabeth Komurek
Tuesday December 8
7:30 AM People of the Parish
12:00 PM Patricia Musante

Req. Ray and Linda Mackalonis
7:00 PM Juan Lago

Req. Joyce and Ray Skinner
Wednesday December 9
7:30 AM People of the Parish
Thursday December 10
7:30 AM Jose Osorio

Req. Sanchez Family
Friday December 11
7:30 AM Souls in Purgatory
Saturday December 12
7:30 AM Sergio Sanchez

Req. Family

Second Sunday of Advent

Saturday December 12
5:00 PM Richard Walingavich

Req. Family
Sunday December 13
8:00 AM Kathleen Laytos

Req. Irene Potts
10:30 AM Helder Esteves 19th Anniversary

Req. Wife, Ermelinda and Children

THE ROSARY WILL BE PRAYED 20 MINUTES
BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MEMORIALS FOR THE WEEK
DECEMBER 6, 2020

Altar Bread & Wine...
Sarah Roberts / OLS
Sanctuary Lamp...
Sarah Roberts /OLS
Altar Candles...
Sarah Roberts / OLS

the celebration of the Eucharist, remembering and doing become
one. Jesus is

as present in our midst as he was in that upper room, breaking
the bread and sharing the cup; but it is a new kind of presence,
seen only with the eyes of faith. In the heavenly liturgy, there will
be no need of sacraments, for there, “celebration is wholly
communion and feast” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1136).
Here, things are different. We have only glimpses and flashes of
the beauty that is yet to be. And yet, in the liturgy, we truly
participate in the heavenly liturgy. The Mass is our foretaste of the
joys of heaven. —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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